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This memo is to document options considered for termination at the west end of the SR 520 non-
motorized path other than the alignment shown in the preliminary design plans. The alignment shown in
the preliminary design plans continues along the north side of SR 520 from the floating bridge to
Montiake Boulevard. At Montlake boulevard there is the option to go under the street and continue west
toward the Montlake playfield or access Montlake Boulevard at street level. The trail segment near
Montlake Boulevard adds 14 to 28 feet to the total width of the highway section. The maximum width of
28 feet is needed where the path splits to connect to Montlake Boulevard and to tunnel under Montlake
Boulevard. The path is displayed in the attached preliminary design sheet labeled Montlake Option 1.
The design team was requested to consider opportunities to reduce the width by placing the path
elsewhere.

One concept that was only briefly considered was to bridge the path over the westbound lanes of SR 520
near the existing Park Drive structure. The path would touch down in the median flyer stop, stay above
the passenger platform in a mezzanine-type configuration, pass under the Montlake Boulevard structure
then dive below the grade of SR 520 between the westbound roadway and the westbound transit on-ramp
from the flyer stop. After dropping below the level of SR 520 the path would cross under the eastbound
lanes and connect with the Bill Dawson trail to the Montlake Playfield. This concept was not carried to a
high level of detail because of the following:

1. There are vertical difficulties connecting to the flyer stop from the vicinity of Park Drive. The path
connection would need to elevate to cross over the westbound SR 520-Montlake off-ramp and
westbound mainline lanes then drop to connect into the flyer stop area. The structure would need to
have several hundred feet of extra length in order to keep grades to an acceptable level. The
alignment would need to be similar to the Park Drive pedestrian crossing included in Alternative 3
Option 1. In that case, the path has been lengthened 400 feet in order to keep the grade at a maximum
of 6%.

Trans.Lake Washington Project Team

Parametrix, Inc. CH2M HILL Parsons Brinckerhoff Envirolssues

5808 Lk. Washington Blvd., Ste. 200 P.C. Box 91500 999 Third Avenue 101 Stewart Street, Ste. 1101
Kirkland, Washington 98033-7350 Bellevue, Washington 98009-2050 Seallle, Washington 98104 Seattle, Washington 98101
Phone # 425-822-8880 Phone # 425-453-5000 Phone # 206-382-5200 Phone # 206-269-5041

Fax # 425-889-8808 Fax # 425-468-3100 Fax # 206-382-5222 Fax # 208-269-5046



2. The flyer stop would have to be widened to fit the path through the stairs and elevator for access to
the pedestrian platform. The additional widening would offset any benefit from moving the path
from the north side of the highway.

Other options considered eliminate the grade separation at Montlake Boulevard. The first would include
the extension of the path to Montlake Boulevard, but it would end at an at-grade crossing at the signalized
intersection for the westbound on- and off-ramps. The Bill Dawson trail would continue to the west of
the intersection. By eliminating the tunnel under Montlake Boulevard, this option would reduce the
footprint width by 14 feet for approximately 350 feet starting at Montlake Boulevard.

To further reduce the highway footprint, the path could be completely eliminated between Park Drive and
Montlake Boulevard. The west terminus of the path would be at Park Drive. This would reduce the
footprint by 14 feet for a length of approximately 600 feet. Hamlin Street and Shelby Street would be
used to access Montlake Boulevard. For users going to the University District, the Burke-Gilman trail
and other points north of the Montlake Bridge, this option would have no negative impact. It is likely that
many would use Hamlin and Shelby even if the connection to Montlake was constructed. The route would
be more circuitous for those traveling to and from the Montlake Playfield area. Hamlin Street and Shelby
Street operate as one-way streets. Eastbound cyclists and all pedestrians would need to travel an
additional 400 to 500 feet (using Hamlin) and westbound cyclists would need to travel an additional 1000
to 1100 feet (using Shelby). Attached is a figure showing how pedestrians and cyclists would access the
University area and the Bill Dawson trail with and without the proposed tunnel to Montlake/Pacific Street
(Concepts for Bike/Pedestrian Trail Connections).

The concept shown in the preliminary design alternatives is the most feasible alternative for providing a
path with grade separation at Montlake Boulevard. WSDOT’s goal throughout the SR 520 corridor
has been to provide a contiguous trail without at-grade crossings. There is no other reasonable
place to provide a grade-separated crossing of Montlake Boulevard.

If elimination of the grade separation at Montlake Boulevard is acceptable then the path between Park
Drive and Montlake Boulevard could be eliminated. Pedestrian and bicycle traffic would continue
through the Hamlin/Shelby neighborhood much as it does today. Service to the north would be adequate
but there would be no system improvement to the Montlake Playfield area.
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Concepts for Bike/pedestrian Trail Connections
for Shelby-Hamlin-MOHAI Neighborhood

Concept Alternative 1:Tunnel
SR 520 Bike-Ped Trail crosses over tunnel to
meet Shelby-Hamlin streejronnections.
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Concept Alternative 2: No Tunnel
SR 520 Bike-pedTrail parallel to mainline,
terminating at Park Drive and connecting

to Shelby-Hamlin streets. ;‘r"“‘*—~—‘-——_ﬁ___,_____~’____~ﬁ./

|
!
o ML MONTLAKE CLT

URION BAY
e EL'J \"’\-‘\

ﬁ J‘-ﬁim ﬂ.ﬁﬂ% L:f:-

Dﬂ:lj = D’l(‘ﬂfg 53 | '(

i
~ - n -
.‘*""“.1 A ‘."“ S i H

Connection to Lake

;;'.yusf p—
Washington 8lvd/
) Connection across SR \ f_'proposed
Connection to ® Signal l s20viaParkDr, ~ """ Arboretum Trail.
Bill Dawson Trail SR 520 bridge or lid Crossing is under SR

520 and mainline
bike-ped trail.

Drawings not to scale

Plans represented are conceptual only ML-no lane alts.ai
8-01-02



